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As we begin a series around our Foundational Princi ples and Values, the focus  
this month is on our Bethel Christian Fellowship Statement of Faith  

MONTHLY  
THEME: 

A Living Expression of Biblical Truth 
 
As we who serve on the LIFEline staff entered the last half of 2009, we began to prayerfully consider how to theme our 
issues in 2010. God reminded us of the eight foundational principles our BCF leadership adopted in the mid-1990s, and, 
in the past few months, we have sensed a growing confidence that He has called us to renew our understanding of these 
vital principles in our upcoming LIFEline issues. 
 
Thus it is that we begin the year 2010 by devoting the January LIFEline to our first foundational principle and value:  
Our statement of faith is a living expression of the doctrinal foundations upon which we stand. 
 
A doctrinal statement can, at first glance, appear to be pretty dry stuff. However, I don’t believe that is what God  
intended. He made us for relationship with Him, and He desires that our statement of beliefs will reflect the reality of  
our relationship with Him. If our doctrinal statement is merely an expression of intellectual beliefs, His heart is grieved. 
 
Our BCF Statement of Faith consists of ten articles that do indeed make theological declarations some may hold with 
mental assent alone. However, as you read this LIFEline, I am convinced that you will see how our statement of faith 
applies very personally to our daily lives. If we will open our hearts to God and receive the biblical truth of our doctrinal 
statements as our spiritual food, we will find that our statement of faith really is an expression of the life God has pro-
vided for us through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
My heart has been richly blessed as I have read the contributions of brothers and sisters who have written about the 
specific articles in the BCF Statement of Faith. They have filled the pages of this LIFEline with encouraging insights that 
express the very real way biblical truth applies to each of us. My prayer is that each of us will grow closer to Jesus 
through the ministry of His love and truth that is offered on the pages that follow. 
 

--Ken Holmgren 
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… For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able  
to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  II Timothy 1:12 (KJV)  
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A. We believe the Bible to be the only inspired, infallible 
and authoritative Word of God                                             
(Ps. 19:7-11; John 16:13; I Thess. 2:13; II Tim. 3:15-
17; II Peter 1:21).                                                                                                   

B. We believe there is one god, eternally existent in three 
persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit                                       
(Gen. 1:26; Deut. 6:4; Isa. 43:10-11; Matt. 28:19,             
Luke 3:21-22; John 15:26, I Cor. 12:4-6). 

C. We believe that God is:   

� Good (Ps. 119:68) 
� Loving (I John 4:7-16)  
� Gracious (Ex. 34:6) 
� Merciful (Mt. 9:35-36) 
� True (I John 5:20) 
� Holy (I Peter 1:14-16) 
� Righteous (Ps. 19:7-9)  
� Wise (Ps. 104:24) 
� Just (Rom.6:23, Deut. 7:10) 
� Self-existent (John 5:26) 
� Self-sufficient (Acts 17:2-25) 
� Infinite (Job 11:7-9) 
� Eternal (Jude 25) 
� Changeless (Ps. 102:26-27) 
� Omnipresent (Jer. 23:23-24)  
� Omniscient (Is. 40:13-14) 
� Omnipotent (Gen. 18:  10-14) 
� Sovereign (John 19:11) 

D. We believe men and women were created in the im-
age of God, that they sinned, bringing physical death 
and spiritual death, which is separation from God 
(Gen. 1:26-27, 3:1-24; Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 3:23, 5:12;              
I John 1:8). 

E. We believe. . .  

� In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ                   
(Isa. 9:6; John 1:1, 14; 10:30, 20:28-29;                          
Phil 2:6-11; Col. 2:9).   

� His virgin birth                                                                               
(Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18; Luke 1:34-35).   

� His sinless life                                                                      
(II Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15,7:26-27;  I Pet. 2:22;                    
I John 3:5).   

� His miracles                                                                       
(Matt. 4:23; Luke 6:17-19; John 3:2).              

� His vicarious and atoning death through His shed 
blood                                                                            
(Rom. 5:8-10; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:11-15).   

� His bodily resurrection                                                  
(Luke 24:4-7, 36-48;   I Cor. 15:3-4; Rev. 1:17-18).   

� His ascension to the right hand of the Father                    
(Acts 2:33; 5:30-31; I Pet. 3:22).   

� His personal return in power and in glory                     
(Matt. 24:30, John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; I Thess. 1:10, 
4:13-18).  

F. We believe that justification by faith in the atonement   
of Jesus Christ and regeneration by the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential for the salvation of lost and sinful 
and men and women                                                                   
(John 3:3-7; Acts 2:38, 3:19,4:12; Rom. 3:24-25;                  
I Cor. 6:11; Eph. 2:1-16; II Tim. 2:25-26;                        
James 2:17-26; I John 5:11-13; Rev. 5:9). 

G. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord 
Jesus Christ                                                                        
(John 17:11, 21-23; Rom; 12:4-5; Eph. 4:11-16). 

H. We believe the primary agency for the work of God's 
kingdom is the local Christian church, functioning          
under the sovereignty of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
church has been entrusted with the ordinances of               
Believers' Baptism and the Lord's Supper                        
(Matt. 16:18, 28:18-20; Acts 2:41-47, 16:4-5;                           
I Cor. 11:23-26, 12:1-31; Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). 

I. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
which includes the Baptism of the Holy Spirit as an  
experience distinct from regeneration; His indwelling, 
by which the Christian is enabled to live a godly life; 
His supernatural gifting and empowering of the Church 
for its work, life and worship                                              
(Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8, 2:1-4, 10:44-46; Rom. 8:11;              
I Cor. 12-14; Eph. 5:18). 

J. We believe in the return of Jesus Christ to consum-
mate His kingdom, in the resurrection of both the 
saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the            
resurrection of life, and those who are lost unto the 
resurrection of damnation                                                    
(Mark 14:62; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15;                                     
II Thess. 1:2-10; Rev. 1:5-7, 20:4-5, 11- 15). 

      B ethel Christian Fellowship Statement of Faithethel Christian Fellowship Statement of Faithethel Christian Fellowship Statement of Faithethel Christian Fellowship Statement of Faith    



 May We, O God, Hunger for Your Word! 
 
(Editor’s note: This month, the Pastor’s Page discusses 
the importance of having “an elevated view of the Word 
of God,” as it is declared in Article A in our BCF State-
ment of Faith: We believe the Bible to be the only in-
spired, infallible and authoritative Word of God.) 
 
How we view and how we respond to the Word of God 
has a great impact upon our personal lives, our families, 
our church, and the world in which we live. Do we see it 
as preeminent, having superiority in rank and authority? 
How important it is that we have an elevated view of the 
Word of God!   
 
 Psalm 138:2 says that God has magnified His Word    
 above all His name. Magnify means “to make something   
 large, to advance or promote something, to cause some 
 thing to tower above.” That is God's view of His Word! It 

is said that the secret of George Whitefield's phenomenal ministry 
was in part because he always read his Bible on his knees. Dr. 
Jonathon Goforth was mightily used of God in China, Korea, and 
Manchuria. When he was asked for the secret of his seeing so 
many come to Christ, he said, "Because I just gave God a chance 
to speak to souls through his Word." 
 
Do we see the Word of God as unchanging and established? 
Psalm 119:89 states, "Forever, O Lord, Your Word is settled in 
heaven." God's Word is foundational, stationed as a pillar of truth. 
Isaiah 40:8 says, "The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 
Word of our God stands forever." Hebrews 4:12 declares that the 
Word of God is "...living, powerful and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit ... is a  
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” The apostle 
Peter affirms in I Peter 1:23 that the Word of God "... lives and 
abides forever." Is it not wonderful to know that the Word of God  
is "forever"? 
 
What, according to the apostle Paul, was the primary advantage 
the Jew had over the Gentile? In Romans 3:1-2 he said it was  
that "... chiefly to them were committed the oracles of God." It is 
interesting that Paul makes it a point to not just say that Jesus 
died, but that "Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures" 
(I Corinthians 15:3-4). 
 
It is a mistake to assume that God will speak, instruct, or guide  
our lives, first and foremost, by a means other than the Word of 
God. God does speak to us today through the gifts of His Spirit 
(prophecy, interpretation of tongues, the word of knowledge, the 
word of wisdom, and gifts of discernment). He does use dreams, 
visions, and angels to communicate to His people today.  
Circumstantial revelation and the counsel of godly men and  
women are still valid tools used by God. But any external means  
of divine communication must always be received as secondary 
and submissive to the written Word of God.   
 
We can be so quick to listen to so many voices, but so slow to 
search the Scriptures! Jesus said in Matthew 22:29 that "you are 
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God." For 
that reason Paul declared in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Be diligent to present 
yourself approved unto God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of God." We can only be  
approved  (“cut straight, to cut a path in a straight direction, to be  

 
 
tested and found walking in the right direction”) if we stay true to 
the Scriptures.  
 
Going all the way back to the Garden of Eden, it is clear that one  
of Satan's primary weapons is to cast doubt on the Word of God 
(Genesis 3:1-5). He tried to distort the Scriptures even with Jesus 
in the wilderness (Matthew 4:6). Jesus, however, came right back 
at him with what? "It is written!” 
 
An overabundance of issues face us today: What is right? Where 
do we stand? Why? Thankfully, God has given us His objective 
Word as a tape measure and as a plumb line. He has clearly  
drawn some firm lines in His Word. They are rigid, clear, dogmatic, 
unchanging, and few in number. They are true for every genera-
tion, every culture, every geographic location, every people group. 
They reflect who God is and who we are to be, no matter where  
we live, when we live, or who we are. Biblical absolutes were true  
a thousand years ago, and if Jesus tarries, they will be true a  
thousand years from now. 
 
God gave us a short list of commandments. Aren't you glad that 
God gave only ten commandments, not ten thousand?! Many of us 
who are pastors have created a tremendous amount of confusion 
when we have taught everything as a Biblical absolute. Where God 
has spoken clearly, we need to speak clearly. Where God is silent 
or gives room, we need to do the same. 
 
God invites you to receive His personal Word, not to bully you, but 
to share His heart, His will, and His warnings about those things 
that will hurt you. God has written to you as a faithful Friend. He 
has also given you His Word as a spiritual weapon; it is “the sword 
of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). Take it and use it, for it is your  
primary weapon. Except for the Scripture and prayer, everything 
else listed in the spiritual armor of Ephesians 6 is defensive. 
 
From AD 475 to 1380, the Dark Ages prevailed, and the Scriptures 
were generally unknown to the masses. It was a horrible age, truly 
dark. In the 1390s John Wycliffe translated portions of Scripture 
from the Latin Vulgate (which had been translated by Jerome some 
nine hundred years previously) into the common language of the 
people. He died before the Roman Catholic Church could kill him.  
 
John Hus, who was ordained to the priesthood in 1400 and be-
came the dean of Prague University in 1402, began to speak out 
against the selling of indulgences and teaching that the priest alone 
could receive the chalice at communion and that the Pope existed 
by divine command. Why? Because he saw none of these things 
as Biblical absolutes—clear teachings from the Scriptures—but 
rather the traditional teachings of men. Hus died at the stake on 
July 6, 1415, for standing for the Scriptures in opposition to the 
teachings of the church. He, William Tyndale, and many others 
paid a dear price so we could hold in our hands, read, know, and 
follow the Word of God. Is the Word of God that precious to us?  
 
Amos 8:11 speaks of a time when there will be "a famine not of 
bread and water, but of hearing the Word of the Lord." I pray that a 
revival would spread, a revival that would restore to the body of 
Christ a deep love for, appreciation of, and commitment to the 
Word of God. May we, O God, once again hunger for Your Word! 
       
    --Pastor Dave Ogren 
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W e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . the Bible to be the only inspired, infallible, and authoritative Word of God. 
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Why the Doctrine of the Trinity  
Is Important 
                                                                                         
(Editor’s note: We offer the following article as a source 
of insight on Article B in our BCF Statement of Faith: 
We believe there is one God, eternally existent in three 
persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.) 

  The concept of the Holy Trinity was the first  
  Christian "doctrine" I had ever heard about, and it    
  bored me to death. The man who was witnessing  
  to me that evening many years ago in a living   
  room in Germany quickly clued in to my vacant  
  stare and glazed-over eyes and switched to a  

  subject that I could more easily relate to: Jesus  
loved me; the Bible tells me so. For the next two hours, he 
and two of his friends told me about Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.  
At the end, I prayed and became a new creation in Christ.   
I didn't know what I had done—understanding about that 
came later—but I knew that whatever it was, it was real. It 
was a long time later that I learned about the doctrine of  
the Trinity. 
 
The Trinity is the first Christian doctrine that Muslims use to 
accuse us of the supreme blasphemy—shirk—equating a 
partner with God. According to the Koran, Christians  
worship a perverted trinity: God, Jesus and Mary. This, of 
course, is not true, but it has caused the doctrine of the 
Trinity to be one of the last subjects mentioned when 
someone is witnessing to a person from that background. 
And the Trinity is the first doctrine that those on the fringes, 
or outside, of Christian orthodoxy distort. They come up 
with an endless stream of explanations for how the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit can be three yet sort of one, or 
three and three, or one and only one, or one yet two and a 
half, or… You get the idea. 
 
Yet, the Trinity is one of our foundations of faith, the  
second one, in fact. So what does this doctrine mean and 
why is it important to you and to me, not just to theologians 
in seminaries? 
 
First, let me say up front that I don't understand the concept 
of the Trinity. Nope, nada, nein. I've heard most of the  
common analogies (like H2O being present as a liquid, 
solid, or vapor; an egg consisting of the yolk, white, and 
shell, yet all being "egg"; or the sun being a solid mass, yet 
producing light and heat), but none of them really make it 
clear how a being can be one complete and separate  
entity, and also three complete and separate entities,  
without having different parts, manifestations, or forms.  
 
The doctrine of the Trinity, or the triune God, means just 
what it says: tri-une (three-one) - God is one, yet eternally 
existent in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Don't ask me how that can be, but that is how God 
describes Himself in the Bible. 
 

 
 
 
But I think that I can give an  
answer to the question of why the 
doctrine of the Trinity is important to 
us as believers in the God of the 
Bible. Just like the many facets of  
a finely cut diamond reveal the  
inherent beauty of an outwardly 
rough and unattractive stone, the 
reality of God as one-yet-three  
reveals the many characteristics of 
the One who claims us as His own. 
 
The Trinity shows us God's work. The Father designs 
and creates everything that is seen and all that is unseen. 
The Son saves and sustains, through His complete and  
all-sufficient sacrifice. And the Holy Spirit secures and 
sanctifies by living in us—all the time, everywhere. 
 
The Trinity shows us God's word. The Father, as an  
omnipotent ruler, gave the life-giving law. The Son, as  
an omniscient and all-wise teacher, gave life-saving  
instruction. The Spirit, as an omnipresent comforter gives 
life-fulfilling urgings and directions by guiding our hearts' 
deepest desires. 
 
The Trinity shows us God's wonder. The Father reveals 
the majesty, power, holiness, and justice of God. The Son 
reveals the beauty, compassion, and wisdom of God. The 
Spirit reveals the love, intimacy, and concern of God for 
every detail of our lives. 
 
In a way, the Trinity shows us the perfect model of 
community, where each member shares equally in  
responsibility and authority, where the members communi-
cate with each other on a deep level, and where the  
members each use their respective gifts and talents to  
accomplish the goals of the whole. 
 
You may not be able to explain the concept of the Holy 
Trinity adequately to a skeptic, and you probably do not 
fully understand it yourself. But in your heart you know that 
God the Father created you and has adopted you into His 
family, God the Son died for you and has called you to be 
His follower and student, and God the Holy Spirit dwells in 
you and has promised to be with you every step of your 
journey through life. 
 
Now that is something that shouldn't cause anyone's eyes 
to glaze over! 
       
    --Steve Willson 
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W e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . there is one god, eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Our Great Big God Is…  
 

(Editor’s note: We are pleased to offer the 
following article, which includes quotations 
from ten of our Kingdom Kids who have 
shared their interpretations of some of God’s 

attributes listed in Article C in our BCF Statement of Faith: We 
believe that God is: good, loving, gracious, merciful…holy… 
wise…omnipresent, omniscient…and sovereign…) 

 

In Kingdom Kids this year, we have begun a journey of  
sailing with the Lord and looking at the Lord’s Prayer. We 
have also begun to look at the various names, traits,  
characteristics, and facets of our heavenly Father. Several 
of our Kingdom Kids were asked to give their interpreta-
tions of a few of God’s attributes mentioned in Article C  
in our BCF Statement of Faith. Their words are often  
awesome and amazing. God is clearly revealing His  
character and will in the lives of our children.  

 

It reminds me of the story told in Matthew 18:1-5:  
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
"Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  
He called a little child and had him stand among them. 
And He said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change 
and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles  
himself like this child, is the greatest in the kingdom  
of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like  
this in my name welcomes me.   
 

God’s ministry to and through the Kingdom Kids is a  
beautiful beginning for a lifelong journey of faith. As  
you read their words of wisdom below, be blessed, be  
encouraged, and consider how YOU can become involved 
and invested in the raising up of our young ones. They just 
might have something to teach you as you grow in your 
own faith journey, sailing with our Lord, filling your sails  
and being led by His Spirit. 

 

God is good: 
  

God’s good because He helps you live in Him, if you ask. 
   Joe Gross, age 9 
 

God is loving: 
 

God is loving because He created us and listens to  
everything we tell Him. Simon Huyck, age 10 
 

He cares for us, we are His children. He made the world  
for us because He loves us.    
   Mario Huyck, age 8 
God is gracious: 
God gives us what we don’t deserve. 
   Katharine Givot, age 10 
 

God is merciful: 
God is powerful for helping man, and He loves us. 
   Simon Monge, age 6 
 

It means He is good, He is peace, and He is power. 
   Ian Monge, age 8 
 

God is holy: 
This means that God has POWER! He will never die—
EVER! He is long lasting in EVERYTHING! 
   Benny Pierre, age 8 
 

God is wise: 
God is wise to create stuff in the world. 
   Nathan Hackenmueller, age 7 
 

God is omnipresent: 
If God is omnipresent, He is always there. He is found  
everywhere.  Sophia Beyer, age 9 
 

God is omniscient: 
Omniscient means to me that God knows everything. He 
knows all of our hearts. God knows when I'm sinning. 
   Grant Benson, age 10 
 

God is sovereign: 
This year, we have learned to sing with joy that “Our God Is 
a Great Big God!” He is indeed sovereign—over all the 
earth and over all His creation. He lives, He reigns, and He 
raises us from the death of sin into the glorious hope and 
promise of eternity in heaven.  
 

Seeds of faith that have been planted since before birth are 
bearing fruit in the lives of our children. Join me in praying 
that all our Kingdom Kids will continue to grow in their 
knowledge of, love for, devotion to, and ministry for our 
great big God!    
    --Carole Pankow 
       Kingdom Kids co-teacher 
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Believe 
 

To believe is to have confidence, 
To accept as true in the deepest sense. 

This is the work God would have you do —  
 

Believe in the One He has sent to you. (John 6:29) 
As you do this His glory will fill your eyes (John 11:40) 

And eternal life will be your prize.  (John 5:24) 
 

Believe and you’ll soon be made right the Lord; (Romans 10:4) 
Stand firm in His promise, believing His word. (Colossians 1:23) 

 
 

Believe even when you can’t see His face.  (John 20:29) 
Ask His help when your doubt overshadows His grace.  (Mark 9:24) 

 
Believe and your old life will pass away  (2 Corinthians 5:14) 

And you’ll overcome trials that come your way.  (1 John 5:5) 
 

He’s a wonderful friend and will never deceive.   
Let Him show you His truth and help you believe. 

 
--Liz Kimmel 
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Created in God’s Image to Fulfill His Plans 

(Editor’s note: We offer the following article as a source of insight 
on Article D in our BCF Statement of Faith: We believe that men 
and women were created in the image of God, that they sinned, 
bringing physical death and spiritual death, which is separation 
from God.) 

In Genesis 1:26, God said “Let us make man in our im-
age...” As I read this scripture, I hear God’s excitement and 
anticipation in His plans for man—for us. He wanted us to 
be like Him and have a purpose. However, in Genesis 3, 
man fell. It seems like it could be a very short story. He 
made us to do something, and we didn’t do it. Now He 
should be done with us; after all, Paul pointed out in                
Romans 3:23 that everyone has sinned and falls short of 
the glory of God.  

God gave man a simple choice between two trees, and he 
failed. I see the first tree, the tree of life as God’s provisions 
for us, and the second tree, the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil as the tree of self-provisions. Man chose to 
provide for himself when he ate of the second tree, and he 
was denied free access to the tree of life. Yet, what could 
have been a short story became an epic. It became the 
story of God’s revelation of who He is, who we are, and His 
plan that continues unchanged to this day.  

To fulfill His plans for us to be like Him, God sent His Son 
into the world so that the choice between His provisions 
and man’s self-provisions could be made again. This time, 
Jesus chose His Father’s provision over His own, resulting 
in a triumph that has revealed God’s plan for us and 
opened the way back to Him. He didn’t want to take                
the tree of life away permanently. He wanted it to be                 
impossible for us to get to the tree of life on our own. His 
intent was for us to know Him and the fact that He intends 
to always provide for us.  

In my walk with God, He has, at times, placed me where I 
could not do anything to make my life better. I have, like 
Israel, been in the desert, where there was no food or             
water, only Him. Food and water could only come from 
Him. I had absolutely no ability to get those things on my 
own. As hard as those times are, they are the easy times 
because choosing God is clearer. But most of the time, 
God leaves us near the second tree. 

Sometimes I still choose to provide for myself from the   
second tree. That’s when God calls to me through Isaiah 
55, “Why do you spend money for expensive food that is 
not good for you when you could have the food I have for 
you, food that is free and gives life?” God has been            
speaking strongly in this area of my walk with Him. He 
really wants me to get this. 

 

Jesus is the Tree of life. He is the 
first tree. He is our Father’s provision 
for us! Jesus offered Himself as food 
and drink, His body and blood, so 
that we can have eternal life! When 
you read the Gospel of John, you 
hear Jesus telling the people over 
and over that He is the Bread of life. 
He gave Himself so we can feed on 
Him and have eternal life (John 
6:58). We can now eat from the first 
tree again! 

Just because we, through our self-provisions, can’t do what 
God wants us to do doesn’t mean that He isn’t able to work 
out His plan. What looked like a short story at the beginning 
was really a grand story that doesn’t end with our fall but is 
rather continued in Jesus and His life, death, and resurrec-
tion. God’s plan will be complete, and we will be like Him, in 
His image. God intended to have a long story, an epic that 
never ends. Thank God for His long story! 

I have recently been shown that God has surrounded me 
by great men of God. What’s amazing is that I didn’t realize 
it. God has put me in a garden where these men are          
growing. I can hardly believe that God thinks so highly of 
me that He would put me in this garden with those who 
have the beauty and light of God’s glory shining in and 
through them. Every time I’m with any of these men, I have 
“supper” with them and am filled with God’s Word from my 
time with them. 

These are truths that God is teaching me. He wants me to 
come to Him for truth, for His Word, for the Bread of life. He 
has also provided me with a family of believers who point 
me to God and remind me of His provisions as I see what 
He has provided for them. Let God show you what He has 
provided!      
    --Duane Perry 
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How God Defines a Woman 
 
(Editor’s note: We offer the following article as a source of insight 
on Article D in our BCF Statement of Faith: We believe men and 
women were created in the image of God, that they sinned,             
bringing physical death and spiritual death, which is separation 
from God.) 
 
When Shannon Staiger, a licensed psychologist and              
psychotherapist, spoke to the Bethel women last October 
18, she shared about the woman God designed. She took 
us to Genesis 1:26, where God said, “Let us [the Trinity] 
make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 
rule…over all the creatures.” She introduced us to the  
Hebrew meaning for Adam: “mankind as a whole; at times 
refers to the man and woman together; when used with the 
Hebrew article which means the, it refers to the specific 
man.”  
 
Shannon took us to Genesis 2:19-20, which tells how the 
Lord brought the pairs of animals to Adam for him to name 
them. However, there was none who was like him. She 
said that after God had created the man, He thought, “This 
is not good enough—it’s not good for man to be alone. The 
man needs a suitable helper.” 
 
So God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep, and He 
formed woman, a helper for Adam. This does not mean 
that women are inferior to men or that they are designed 
merely to be assistants to them. The Hebrew word for 
helper is ezer: “a strong and powerful help; a person of 
strength and resources; a lifesaver.” It is used twenty-one 
times in the Old Testament and refers to God or kings and 
their armies nineteen times; it refers to the woman in the 
garden twice. Every woman is an ezer. What are our 
strengths and resources? 
 
One of the most beautiful scenarios Shannon described 
was the Lord having sweet fellowship with Eve while Adam 
was still asleep. She portrayed God and Eve walking 
through the garden as He told her about all the special  
features of His creation. It reminded me of the old hymn  
“In the Garden,” by C. Austin Miles. After three beautiful 
verses the chorus says, “And He walks with me, and He 
talks with me, And He tells me I am His own; And the joy 
we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.” 
We, today, can have that same fellowship with Him. 
 
As God and Eve strolled through the garden, I’m sure the 
Lord informed Eve about the important rule He had earlier 
given to Adam: “You must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will 
surely die.” God gives us all we need to follow His laws.  
He calls us to know His Word. He wants to be the One  
who discerns right from wrong. 
 
However, Adam and Eve took that role when they ate the 
forbidden fruit. The woman essentially thought being a  
people pleaser was more important than pleasing God.  

 
 
The man was passive and didn’t  
object. What does it cost us to agree 
with a spouse who is not doing the 
right thing? 
 
Both Adam and Eve sinned and  
perverted the image of God. They  
lost the gift of eternal life. The Hebrew 
word for curse is arar, a term that 
Genesis 3 was directed only toward 
the serpent and the ground.  
The serpent was described as  
misogynous: “has enmity or hatred  
of women.” Adam and Eve were not cursed; they were  
punished. 
 
Man lost his rest in the work of caring for the garden he 
enjoyed before the Fall; from that point on, working the land 
became laborious. Women would have pain while giving 
birth, and the woman’s desire would be for her husband. 
The Hebrew words tashaqah and saga used in Genesis 3 
refer to “the woman’s desire for her husband when she 
takes her eyes off of God” (Genesis 3:16). Her desire is to 
be first of all for God, then her husband. Psalm 37:4 says, 
“Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the  
desires of your heart.” 
 
When we walk hand in hand with God, we are closer to 
each other. There is kenegdo: “face to face; opposite to; 
conspicuous; corresponding to; like him,” as when Adam 
and Eve first met each other. An ezer is a unique woman.  
If we live in the truth, God will enable us to see deception. 
We can be distinct, but united in our relationships. This is 
where the joy of the Lord is. 
 
We, as women, are called to core Christian roles.  
Titus 2:3-5 instructs: 
 

Likewise, teach the older women to be  
reverent in the way they live, not to be  
slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to 
teach what is good. Then they can train the 
younger women to love their husbands and 
children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be 
busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to 
their husbands, so that no one will malign the 
word of God. 

 
This is how God defines a woman. Each day, let us pray 
this prayer: “Lord, please empower me by your Holy Spirit 
to be what you created me to be!” 
 
    --Lynda Larson 

Page 7 

����
�� LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 



Set Free by Christ’s Life, Death, and 
Resurrection 

(Editor’s note: We offer the following article as a source 
of insight on Article E in our BCF Statement of Faith:           
We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, His    
virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His vicarious 
and atoning death through His shed blood, His bodily 
resurrection…) 

As Christians, we’re often guilty of believing that                                                                                         
Jesus came to save us from hell. Yet, in spite of  
the prevalence of this belief, the actual teaching of 
Scripture is that Jesus came to save us from our 
sins (Matthew 1:21, 1 Timothy 1:15)—no mean 
feat when you consider that not only do we sin, 
but the nature we inherit from Adam is a sin             
nature. 

God had declared that on the day Adam ate from the               
forbidden tree, he would surely die. We know, of course, 
that Adam did not fall down dead the day he disobeyed,        
but he did surrender his pure, spotless nature and was no 
longer capable of bearing the fruit of righteousness that 
God intended. So just as a dead tomato plant cannot bear 
tomatoes though it remains in the garden, Adam could not 
be the perfect righteousness of God though he still dwelt on 
the earth. 

Our problem as descendants of Adam is that Adam’s dead 
nature is the nature we have inherited; we are unable to 
bear the fruit of righteousness and have no business being 
in God’s garden. We are born dead (Ephesians 2:1-2). 
Therefore we are all subject to the pronouncement of God 
against dead things taking up space in His garden:  

Behold, for three years I have come looking for fruit on 
this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why does 
it even use up the ground?  --Luke 13:7, New American 
Standard Bible 

A second common misconception among Christians is that 
God fixes sin natures, usually bit by bit over time, so that 
through a lot of prayer, fasting, confession, and contrition, 
Christians can conquer more and more areas of sin and 
begin to bear some fruit of righteousness. Again, this does 
not represent the biblical model, for God does not fix sin 
natures. He’s far more efficient; He destroys them. As He 
told Noah: 

The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth 
is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I 
am about to destroy them with the earth.                                
--Genesis 6:13, NASB 

So we are in an entirely unenviable and hopeless situation: 
we are incapable of meeting our design criteria and will 
therefore be destroyed by our Creator. 

This, however, is where the gospel of 
Christ meets us: His virgin birth, His 
sinless life, His signs, His atoning 
death, and His resurrection from the 
dead. For Christ alone is not a child of 
Adam. He is Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. He alone has the uncorrupted 
nature that Adam had before he            
disobeyed. Therefore, Jesus—though 
capable of sinning just as Adam 
was—did not become a slave to sin. 
And though He was tempted just like we are, He never 
sinned. 

But so what? What good is that to me? If Christ has a           
nature that is (a) capable of bearing fruit of righteousness, 
(b) is not bound by sin, and (c) is free from death and           
destruction, how can I, who am in the exact opposite             
predicament, look to Him as my example? 

Paul explains it with perfect simplicity: 

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself up for me.                                      
--Galatians 2:19-20, NASB 

Christ went to the cross to carry out the sentence of              
death against me. And when I believed, my sin nature           
was destroyed on the cross in accordance with God’s            
immutable decree. Jesus came to save me, not to               
condemn me. Having destroyed my sin nature in His                  
resurrection, He replaced it with His nature—His pure, 
spotless, fruit-bearing, presence-in-the-garden-is-justified 
nature. I, who have believed the gospel, no longer have            
a nature like fallen Adam; instead I have Christ’s nature: 
capable of bearing fruit, not bound by sin, and freed from 
death and destruction. 

So what am I going to do with my new nature? 

Certainly, I can abuse it. The letter to the Hebrews tells us 
that Jesus was subject to temptation, and so are we. I can 
ignore my new condition and carry on sinning. And I can 
also fail to bear the fruit of righteousness, fail to be the 
body of Christ in the midst of a lost and dying world. Jesus 
said: 

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, [My Father] 
takes away.  --John 15:1-2, NASB 

We can be grafted into Christ and yet resist Him; we can 
refuse the justification of our presence in the garden and 
never bear the fruit of Christ. But praise God! We don’t 
need to live according to the inclinations of that old, dead 
nature any longer because Jesus has destroyed it. All we 
need is to believe the good news—not like the demons, 
who James tells us believe it as a factual truth, yet have no  

����	

��

LL LL II II
FF FF

EE EE
 

Page 8 

W e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .  

Continued on page 13 



loved me and gave Himself up for me.                                      

immutable decree. Jesus came to save me, not to               
condemn me. Having destroyed my sin nature in His                  

Page 13 Continued on page 14 

A Story of Justification  
and Regeneration 
 
(Editor’s note: We offer the following story to                
illustrate Article F in our BCF Statement of Faith: 
We believe that justification by faith in the atone-
ment of Jesus Christ and regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit is absolutely essential for the salvation of lost 
and sinful men and women.) 
 

On March 18, 1973, I stood at the graveside of 
a dear friend. Little did I know that just four 
weeks later, I would be back at Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery, standing at the graveside 
of our infant daughter, Amy Jean. Amy was 
born on April 13 and lived for only 36 hours, 
and I was brokenhearted as I left the hospital 
with empty arms. At home, Tom tried his best 
to be a comfort to me. My sons, ages 1 ½ and 

2 ½, kept me busy during the day, and neighbors stopped 
by to help. But nothing seemed to heal my broken heart. 
 

Several weeks later, I received a beautiful card from our 
neighborhood Avon lady. In it she wrote that she had a 
friend and a neighbor who had each lost a child: 
 

God had become a very important part of my 
neighbor’s life as a result of her son’s death. It is her 
experience that really impresses me - impresses me 
with the depth of concern and love God has for us 
individually. I know nothing of your relationship to the 
Lord, Millie, but I do know He works. 

 

I read that last sentence over and over again, wondering 
what she was talking about. A relationship with the Lord? 
I had never heard about having a relationship with the 
Lord.  
 

A few weeks later, the Avon lady called and invited me 
to a Christian Women’s Luncheon. I accepted her invita-
tion, and she picked me up on June 12, 1973, to take me 
to the luncheon. The speaker was her neighbor, Judy 
Petersen, who shared the story of her son’s death. She 
told how a Christian nurse who cared for her son in the 
emergency room had shared God’s love and the gospel 
of salvation with her. She then began to give some  
scriptures: 
 

All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God (Romans 
3:23). 
 

The wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life 
on Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Romans 6:23). 
 

The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; but 
[Jesus has] come that [we] may have life, and have it 
to the full   (John 10:10). 

 

Judy said that Jesus is standing at the door of our hearts 
and knocking; if we open the door, He will come in. I  
pictured Jesus knocking on my heart’s door, and as she 
invited us to pray the sinner’s prayer, I prayed along with 
her. I could literally feel a heavy weight lifting off me as 
Jesus healed my broken heart!  
 

It was glorious, and I couldn’t wait to get home and tell 
Tom what had happened. I told him that I had asked  
Jesus into my heart, that my sins were forgiven, that I 
was going to heaven when I died, and that I was born 
again! A new life started for me that day. The old life  
was gone, and I truly became a new creature in Christ.  
I began to read the Bible and could hardly put it down.  
 

One night I read 2 Corinthians 7:10, "Sometimes God 
uses sorrow in our life to help us turn away from sin and 
seek eternal life." I thought, That is exactly what He           
did for me! As I looked up, I saw Jesus on the cross.  
Underneath the cross was something like a ticker tape 
rolling by with all my sins on it and the blood of Jesus 
flowing down on each one. It was then that I realized 
what a sinner I was; it was because of all my sins that 
Jesus had to die. I also realized that if I had died before  
I accepted Jesus into my heart, I would have spent  
eternity in hell.  
 

That night, God put a deep love in my heart for Jesus, a 
desire to know Him and His Word. I began to share this 
good news with everyone I knew and didn’t know. I 
wanted everyone to know about Jesus, that He died for 
their sins and that they could have eternal life with Him 
in heaven.  
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faith—but we, having received faith, are able to walk in 
freedom and obey every commandment of Jesus, freely 
enslaving ourselves to Him, knowing that His yoke is easy 
and His burden is light. 

In Christ we can increase in the love and knowledge of   
God and one another. We can become like Christ, growing 
individually and corporately into His image. For by His life, 
death, and resurrection, we have truly been set free from 
the futility of sinfulness. As Paul tells us: 

We have been buried with Him through baptism into 
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have become united with Him 
in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be 
in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that 
our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our 
body of sin might be done away with, so that we would 
no longer be slaves to sin.   --Romans 6:4-6, NASB 

    --Graeme Attwood 

Worship LIFE continued from page 8 



Understanding Spiritual Unity 
 

(Editor’s note: We offer the following article by Duane 
Hanson, pastor of Established Heart Ministries in St. 
Paul, as a source of insight on Article G in our BCF 
Statement of Faith: We believe in the unity of believers 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.) 
 

The word unity is used in many ways in our society 
today. People strive for unity in their family, their 
work environment, and even the political process. 
However, the way unity is defined, and especially 
the way it is applied, can be very different, depend-
ing on the circumstances. In many cases, when 
people are striving for unity in a situation, they are 
really demanding agreement or conformity to a pre-
scribed set of rules, or compliance with a specific 
decision. For example, a jury is given the assign-
ment to reach a place of unity before handing down 
its verdict. If its members fail to achieve unity in their 

decision, justice will be postponed and the purpose of the 
court has been frustrated. 
 
However, if we look at the word unity when used in a scriptural 
application, it can take on a whole new meaning. Many 
churches and ministries use the term unity in a statement of 
faith to describe a place where all the members have agreed 
to unify around a doctrinal statement that defines a position on 
specific issues. The BCF Statement of Faith uses a number of 
biblical references (John 17:11, 21-23; Romans 12:4-5, Ephe-
sians 4:11-16) that, when combined, give rise to the state-
ment: We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
This principle of spiritual unity can be read as a definitive 
statement, yet with a wide range of applications. Besides be-
ing used to help bring unity to the local church, the principle of 
spiritual unity should also be applied in a broad sense to in-

clude other churches. The apostle Paul was writing to the 
whole church at Ephesus when he said: 
 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy 
of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. There is one body and one Spirit -- just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called -- one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all.   --Ephesians 4:1-6, NIV 
 
We must take note that Paul is comparing the unity of the 
Spirit with various “oneness” examples. Each one helps define 
what and who we must consider when “bearing with one an-
other in love.” 
 
As we just read, the New Testament warns the believer to be 
aware that any attitude contrary to unity can be deadly to the 
life and mission of the church. Church members therefore 
have the personal responsibility to measure themselves 
against these scriptural guidelines and do what they can to 
promote unity within their local church body. When we apply 
this statement personally, it can help us define the need for 
the church to take steps to avoid strife and division within the 
body of believers. 
 
As in Ephesus, numerous churches in St. Paul have come 
together in spiritual unity and have found a partnership in our 
Lord Jesus Christ based upon our “like precious faith” (2 Peter 
1:1). The evidence is clear, and the verdict is in: BCF has 
been living up to the declarations of its statement of faith and 
has been instrumental in spearheading this effort. It continues 
to be a catalyst for scripturally based unity that promotes the 
whole gospel to the whole world! 
 

    --Pastor Duane Hanson 
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As I read the Word, God began to change my heart  
and my thinking; so much needed to be changed. The 
sermons at church seemed to be directed at me. I used 
to think that my mother was calling former Pastor Lloyd 
Jacobsen to tell him all the things that still needed to be 
changed in me and he would then preach on them! 
 

God continues to use His Word, sermons, other people, 
and most recently, the “2009: A Year of Opportunity” 
banner to expand His kingdom in me. One Sunday, as  
I was admiring the banner with the sailboat and its many 
sails, I saw the word patience written on one of the  
sails. God spoke to my heart that this year, 2009, is  
an opportunity for me to grow in patience as I wait for 
answers to some of my prayers.  
 

Throughout 2009 I have looked up and seen different 
words in the sails: 

Stand Firm: A year of opportunity to stand firm in 
God’s Word and His promises 

Stay Hidden: A year of opportunity to stay hidden in 
Christ 
Grandchildren: A year of opportunity to speak truth 
and the love of Jesus into the hearts of our grand-
children 
Intentional: A year of opportunity to be intentional to 
make the most of every opportunity to share the 
Lord and also to be thankful 
 

In our California church recently, we sang a song that 
spoke of the love of Jesus. As we sang, I saw our 2009 
banner and, in one of the sails, the words Abandon  
yourself to God’s love. I then saw myself hanging onto a 
tightrope by my little finger. Very slowly my finger slipped 
off the rope, and I fell into a huge white cloud of God’s 
love. I was totally enveloped in His love, a love without 
worry, fear, or anxiety...a great place to be! 
       
    --Millie Iverson 
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Surely the Lord Is in This Place… 
 

(Editor’s note: We offer the following article as a 
source of insight on Article H in our BCF Statement of 
Faith: We believe the primary agency for the work of 
God’s kingdom is the local Christian church, function-
ing under the sovereignty of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The church has been entrusted with the ordinances of 
Believers’ Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.) 
 

 A few months ago I attended the building dedica-
tion of a friend’s church in Burnsville. During the 
dinner portion of the special event, I met a couple 
who attends the church, and I asked them how long 
they had been part of the congregation. Their reply 
was wonderful:  “We’ve been coming for sixteen 
years, and we have loved every minute of it.”  
 

I thought about this conversation as I considered 
the topic of the local church, and I realize now what a godly, 
biblical response they gave. Perhaps you’ve never thought of 
it this way before, but to truly love the Lord is to truly love the 
church that He loves. He loves our church, and He calls us to 
love it too. In fact, everyone the Lord saves, He adds to the 
church. “And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved” (Acts 2:47).   
 

After having experienced Christ’s saving grace, we all need to 
participate in a church to continue the ongoing process of sal-
vation. It’s true that the church Jesus loves is not a perfect 
church, but He still loves us. “God demonstrates His own love 
for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8). 
 

Let me simply share a few facts about the local church. First, 
the church is God’s called-out company of people, called to-
gether by the proclamation of the gospel. Ekklesia, which is 
translated church means “called out.” Also included in the 
meaning of this word is “assembly” or “gathering.”  
 

Jesus uses the word church in just two scriptures. In the first 
scripture, Matthew 16:18, He describes the totality of all true 
believers. In the second one, Matthew 18:15-18, He refers to a 
local assembly and includes a description of a church’s opera-
tion.  
 

Throughout the New Testament, the common use of the word 
church refers to a local congregation over 90 of the 114 times 
it occurs. Several fundamental principles regarding a local 
church are found in these scriptures.   
 

The local church is a redemptive and restorative commu-
nity. As you read chapter 18, you’ll find that it opens with a 
lesson on humility, places great worth on a little child, and then 
extends this to the significance of a single sheep. The restora-
tion of the wandering sheep leads right into the fold of a local 
church. Immediately following is Jesus’ most powerful teach-
ing on forgiveness. Since this is in the context of His one and 
only recorded statement about a local church, it is reasonable 
to understand that a local church is made up of forgiven and 
forgiving people. 
 

The local church is the family of Christ in a given location. 
Jesus identified the relationships of those within the local 
church as brothers: ”If a brother...” (Matthew 18:15) and “My 
mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it 
into practice” (Luke 8:21). As He instituted families for the 

natural world, so Jesus instituted spiritual families and estab-
lished the principles governing family life for redeemed people 
in church families. 
 

The local church is a gathered church; the family gathers 
together. The idea of a gathered company or an “assembly” is 
inherent in Jesus’ usage of the word church. The Head of the 
family gathers with His family. The gathering is in the name of 
the Lord. “For where two or three come together in my 
name…” (Matthew 18:20). Attendance is implicit.   
 

The local church is the body of Christ and has power to 
bind and loose. “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven…” (Matthew 18:18). A local 
church with Jesus amongst them is adequate for the task He 
assigns.   
 

The local church is a family that primarily functions by 
agreement. The family relates to its Head and does so by 
means of prayer. The family is joined in prayer. “Again, I tell 
you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask 
for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven” (Matthew 
18:19). It is a local fulfillment of Jesus’ words in Mark 11:27, as 
quoted from Isa. 56:7: “My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.” 
 

The local church is God’s temple. “Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s spirit lives in 
you?” (I Corinthians 3:16,17). 
 

The local church is called “the body of Christ.” The apos-
tle Paul taught, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 
of you is a part of it” (I Corinthians 12:27). Included in God’s 
call to each of us as individuals is His call to be a part of a lo-
cal church. Just as your body makes you visible, the gifts of 
the Spirit are the abilities of Christ manifested by His body.  
 

The local church is a covenant community. We are a cove-
nant family, witnessed to by the fact that we have a Commun-
ion service. In that service we often read the words of our 
Lord, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). This 
demonstrates the continuity between the Passover of the Old 
Testament and the Communion service. When the Lord Jesus, 
in fulfillment of Jeremiah 31:31, said that his blood was the 
blood of the new covenant (1 Corinthians 11:25), He clearly 
indicated this continuity as well as the covenant membership 
of the communicants. We receive communion in remembrance 
of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.   
 

Another sacrament the local church is entrusted with is water 
baptism. Following faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, a new con-
vert is commanded by the Word of God to be baptized in water 
(Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38).  
 

Local churches are “the holy ground” of God’s presence, for 
He is there. We are a privileged people to have been called 
out of a world of sin and placed in the family of God.   
 

We are so thankful for each one God has gathered into this 
house. I pray that at this local church, which we call Bethel 
Christian Fellowship, we are able to say just as Jacob of old 
did: “Surely the Lord is in this place…How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the 
gate of heaven” (Genesis 28:16, 17).    
 

    --Pastor Carol 
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Spirit of God, We Wait for You 
 

(Editor's note: We offer the following article as a source 
of encouragement on the ministry of the Holy Spirit, as 
it is described in Article I in our BCF Statement of Faith: 
We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
which includes the Baptism of the Holy Spirit as an    
experience distinct from regeneration; His indwelling, 
by which the Christian is enabled to live a godly life;  
His supernatural gifting and empowering of the Church 
for its work, life, and worship.) 

The Holy Spirit wants to make a difference in  
our lives through His supernatural gifting and 
empowering of the Church for its work, life, 
and worship. This is true for Sunday as well as 
Monday through Saturday.  

 

 While it is very helpful to have a list of people we    
 pray for regularly, we also need to be open to 
revelations the Lord gives us about people, places, 

and situations that are on His heart. It is the work of the 
Holy Spirit to bring people to Christ. 
 

And when He has come, He will convict the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of  
judgment:  of sin, because they do not believe 
in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My 
Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.   
John 16:8-11 New King James Version © 
1984 Thomas Nelson 
 

The Holy Spirit desires to lead us in evangelism. God          
desires that we learn how to hear His voice. If we listen to 
the Spirit, we can know when, where, how, and to whom 
we are to witness. We need to be led by the Spirit of             
God because He is the Agent of salvation, which is a                
supernatural work.  

 

It is not our style of evangelism that convinces someone           
to repent and turn to Jesus. Only God can do that by             
applying His truth to a person's heart. Our part is to              
faithfully proclaim God’s truth and to be sensitive to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Depending on how we cooperate, we will either help or   
hinder the work of the Holy Spirit. The world (and the 
church) is filled with real sinners whose destiny, apart            
from salvation through Jesus Christ, is a real hell. 
 

SO WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO REGARDING 
SALVATION?  
 

1. The Holy Spirit brings conviction. The Holy Spirit 
convicts the world of sin (John 16:8). Only God can 
produce an awareness of our sins. The Holy Spirit 
works on the hearts of men and women who aren’t 
yet saved to produce conviction of their sins.         
Without His work, mankind will continue to deny 
their sinfulness and their need for a Savior. 

2. The Holy Spirit produces repentance.                      
Repentance is a desire to turn from our sins; it is         

a desire to change our mind-set, the way we think 
about sin. God grants repentance (2 Timothy 2:25). 
We are incapable of repenting on our own and 
need the Holy Spirit working in their lives. People 
love darkness more than light (John 3:19). "God 
has granted to the Gentiles... the repentance that 
leads to life" (Acts 11:18, NKJV) 

3. The Holy Spirit is the power in our preaching. 
The power of the Holy Spirit is the key element in 
effective preaching. Without the Holy Spirit, our 
preaching will not penetrate the unbeliever's mind. 
The Holy Spirit grants power to the preacher’s 
words and to the listener’s ears (and heart, soul, 
mind). "It is the Spirit who bears witness, because 
the Spirit is the truth" (1 John 5:7, NKJV). 

4. The Holy Spirit alone changes hearts. Two    
scriptures come to mind: “So God, who knows the 
heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy 
Spirit, just as He did to us, and made no distinction 
between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith” (Acts 15:8-9, NKJV). And,  "He saved us,          
not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 
Spirit, whom He poured out" (Titus 3:5-6, NKJV). 

 

There are at least eight different types of leadings the Holy 
Spirit uses to gently direct Christians. Such leadings will 
never conflict with the Bible. 
 

1. An inner voice or urging                                           
Sometimes it comes as a spontaneous desire. 
Sometimes you get a check in your spirit. 

2. An exceptionally clear thought                                
A word of knowledge                                                    
A thought that is so clear you think everybody must 
know about it 

3. As the noise of your mind subsides, a thought 
surfaces.                                                                         
God causes a particular thought to surface without 
your initiating it.                                                             
“Where did that come from?” 

4. A distinct intuition                                                   
A holy hunch that you know in your knower.             
“I can’t explain it, but I have a hunch we should go 
to a park...” 

5. A mental picture                                                     
A visual image of a particular word                             
A vision or a dream 

6. Your vision is focused on one person.                             
You are focused on one person in a crowd, and 
everyone else looks blurred 

7. Unbelievers are drawn to you—or you to                
unbelievers.                                                                                 
They want to spend time with you!                                          

8. Your eyes meet the eyes of a stranger, and              
you feel God’s leading.                                            
You sense that God wants you to talk to a stranger 

 

W e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . e Believe . . . in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit . . . 

Continued on page 17 
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2009 Year-end Report 
 
If churches made corporate resolutions for the year I think I 
would like to see Bethel emphasize generosity more – not 
because of what our budget dictates, but because of what 
the Bible says.  Like most churches, we set the budget to 
mirror people’s levels of giving so we don’t over spend.  
The budget is a spending plan, but it should not become 
our giving goal. 
     
The bottom-line of generosity is not just about getting more 
money in the offering plate, it is about transformed lives.  
We want to minister in a way that can change lives so we 
become the generous people God intends for us to be and 
honor God in our lives.   
      

 
 
Thank you for your faithful giving in 2009.  General  
offerings, which are needed to cover all of our operating 
expenses, exceeded plan by $13,459.  PTL!  (Plan 
$390,000 – Actual $ $403,459).  In addition we received 
$11,188 for benevolence giving; $15,164 for Other 
Missions; and $3,589 as Other Income. 
      
As we are at the first part of this year, allow me to remind 
us of Proverbs 3:9 which says it this way in The Message: 
Honor God with everything you own; give him the first and 
the best.  AMEN!  He is worthy. 
 
     --Pastor Carol 
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Compassion for others can also be a leading from the            
Holy Spirit. Maybe disgust is your first response to seeing 
someone in sin. Then, however, an impulse of compassion 
causes you to witness to that person. 
 

The Holy Spirit is calling out to you: TODAY! Respond                
to His calling, asking for Him and all that He has for you 
today! 
 

You and I have the greatest opportunity of any generation 
to serve the Lord by cooperating with the Holy Spirit. An 
unprecedented harvest is springing up in the earth today. 
We are all called to plunder hell to populate heaven. The 
Holy Spirit is calling each of us to places right now. And if 
we respond, heaven will respond, and the flame of the  
Pentecost will descend upon us 
 

The power of the Holy Spirit is not given to make us feel 
happy every day or to have some mystical vision to thrill us. 
Rather, the power of the Holy Spirit is for eternal purposes. 
When God anoints us, He thinks of others who are still in 
bondage.  
 

How do we respond? If you want Jesus to anoint you, you 
must first anoint Him and break the alabaster jar of your life 
at the feet of Jesus. 
 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the  
mercies of God, that you present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.                       
Romans 12:1, NKJV 
 

Heaven will answer you. The fire of the Holy Spirit will fall 
upon you. And you will go forth as an awesome weapon in 
the hands of the living God   

  --Tom Oestreich      
  © 2009 River of Hope Ministries.      
  All Rights Reserved 

Consuming fire  
 

There must be more than this 
O breath of God, come breathe within 
There must be more than this 
Spirit of God we wait for You 
Fill us anew we pray 
Fill us anew we pray 
 

Consuming fire, fan into flames 
A passion for Your name 
Spirit of God, fall in this place 
Lord have Your way 
Lord have Your way with us 
 

Come like a rushing wind 
Clothe us with power from on high 
Now set the captives free 
Leave us abandoned to Your praise 
Lord let Your glory fall 
Lord let Your glory fall 

 

Written by Tim Hughes. © 2004 Thankyou Music/ PRS/ 
Admin by worshiptogether.com Songs for the world  
excluding the UK and Europe which is admin by Kingsway 
Music 
 

Behind the Song: 
'A while back, our church in Watford, England was going 
through a season of really calling out for more of God. One 
Sunday our associate pastor was speaking and kept using 
the phrase, 'There must be more.' That struck me. We've 
seen glimpses of God's greatness and glory, but there is 
still so much more to discover. I went home and started 
writing the song. It's a cry for God to fill us anew, to deepen 
our passion for Him, to do all that He wants among us. It's 
a cry for more.' - Tim Hughes 

unbelievers.                                                                                 
 

Fisherman’s LIFE continued from page 16  
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A Gift That Changed My Life 
 
Two years ago in February, God gave me a gift that 
changed my life.  For three weeks, I was completely pain 
free. The funny thing was that I didn’t realize it at first. It 
had been almost five years since I had felt that good for 
that long. On May 12, 2003, the spring before I met Tim, I 
was in a car accident. Though it was a minor crash, I 
started having pain in my head, pain that has persisted 
long term. I was constantly having migraine-grade head-
aches with no explanation or resolution. 
 

That fall, I foolishly chose to keep up my hectic schedule 
rather than take some time to scale back. With so much 
less energy due to my depleting pain, keeping up with my 
full-time job as a case manager with The Salvation Army 
became a real burden. In addition, I was also attending 
classes at Bethel Seminary and leading the prayer ministry 
at St. Paul Fellowship—and I started dating Tim in October.  
My life was ridiculously full, and I needed to make some 
changes. I cut out as much as I could to protect my time, 
insulate my emotions, and prioritize my responsibilities. 
 

After a few years of functioning at 60% capacity, I had 
come to a place where everything in my life was filtered 
through the constructs of pain management. As a means of 
coping, I did all I could to conserve my energy, plan ahead, 
keep extracurricular responsibilities to a minimum, and get 
as much sleep as possible. Control was a huge issue for 
me. Since I had no control over how I felt on any given day, 
I tried to control other variables. If I could control my sur-
roundings to any extent, it was just a little easier to cope 
with the pain. 
 

I share this personal history to paint a picture of the magni-
tude of significance this three-week period had for me. I 
had forgotten how it felt to feel normal, to feel good. This 
gift of normalcy that God gave me ministered a freedom 
that wasn’t merely physical, but also spiritual and emo-
tional. When God lifted the burden of chronic pain, a pre-
cious gift of hope was reborn in my heart with a driving 
force. I unconsciously started to dream about the future 
again. What a gift! I found myself dreaming about things I’d 
like to do, things I used to do before I needed to limit myself 
for the sake of preservation. 
 

One of the things I began to dream about again was having 
children. This was an “old” dream, as I had always wanted 
children. Tim and I had been married about three years, 
and he wasn’t getting any younger! We knew we wanted 
children, but I had been in pain since I met him, and it was 
difficult to think of having a family because I didn’t feel up to 
the challenge physically. The anticipation of the strain of 
pregnancy was overwhelming, not to mention sleepless 
nights with an infant. 

 
 
It was in this sweet time of freedom 
that the Lord not only gave me a 
tremendous sense of hope for the 
future, but He also filled me with a 
spirit of faith that would sustain me 
regardless of how I might feel 
physically if the pain returned. I 
didn’t know what lay ahead, but I 
knew that even if the pain returned 
and the circumstances seemed 
unbearable, I would be okay. God 
would give me grace to endure. 
 

God’s work of faith and hope in my heart were lasting, and 
when my headaches returned (with a vengeance) a few 
days later, my resolve to trust God with the timing of our 
family did not waver. Things happened pretty quickly after 
that. Tim and I decided to start trying for a baby, and a few 
weeks later we were pregnant! This was something we 
were not expecting to happen so fast, and we did not take it 
for granted. 
 

Though the pregnancy was indeed difficult, it was, in itself, 
a double blessing. It came at a time when it seemed that 
nothing was going very well for us in terms of raising sup-
port or selling our duplex. Right when we felt that our 
prayers weren’t being answered, God graciously gave us 
something our hearts desired. God blessed us with some-
thing we wanted, not something we needed, and it was a 
perfect gift of love in a difficult time. 
 

After Jackson was born, I had a fairly severe case of the 
“baby blues.” I was stretched further than I thought possi-
ble, and I was keenly aware of my physical limitations; yet, 
I had this tiny person I needed to care for. There were quite 
a few times when I was feeling pretty hopeless, and I was 
beginning to wonder what I had been thinking to jump into 
this. All I can say is that God is faithful. He sustained me, 
just as He promised. 
 

As I have reflected on this sequence of events, I have 
come to understand the real gift God gave me that Febru-
ary. He lifted the pain to reveal to me that this trial had not 
derailed my life or nullified my calling. I am still who He has 
made me to be, with hopes and dreams. If anything, this 
trial has served to profoundly clarify for me what God has in 
store and the hope to which I, as a child of God’s kingdom, 
can cling as I face the future. 
       
   --Heidi Chase 
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����� LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE Study to show yourself approved . . .  

A new quarter of classes begins in January.  There is something for all ages.   
 
5 WEEK CLASSES (January 10 - February 7): 
� Bridges to Ministry (Discover how your destiny and God’s purposes intersect; facilitated by the BCF elders) 
� Cooking for Men (Learn from the best - Chef Gil Gaitan, and get some hands on experience in the process. 

For men 18+) 
� Holy Sexuality  (An in-depth course that looks in fresh ways at the body, mind, and spirit of men and women 

through the eyes of scripture and science.  Taught by Becky Patton for women 18+, Cost - $20) 
� The Sound of God’s Voice  (Teaching, dialogue, and practice in hearing the voice of God.  Bring your Bible, a notebook, and a 

pen.  Taught by Jean Ramphal) 
� Way Cool Winter Crafts for all kids K-6  (Tons of fun as Jennifer Warner helps us create some awesome crafts) 
� Preschool Childcare (Your young ones will be lovingly cared for by Anna Williams while you attend your classes.) 
 
ALPHA & BETA BEGINNING JANUARY 24TH: 
� 2 Alpha sessions ~ B CF,  6:00—7:30 PM on Sunday nights, facilitated by Gregg Brauns & Roberta Dahlby 
              Chris & Anna Vanderkoy (791 Holton St. near Hamline University), 7:00 PM on Thursday nights (1/28) 
� 2 Beta sessions ~   BCF, A Life Worth Living (study of Philippians), 6:00 - 7:30 PM on Sunday nights, taught by Steve Willson 
              Being and Making Disciples of Christ at Jean Swenson’s (1870 Rome Ave.), 7:00 PM on Wed. nights (1/27) 
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Holy Sexuality” Class Begins January 10 
 
All women, married or single, ages eighteen and older,  
are invited to participate in an LEDTS class entitled “Holy Sexual-
ity” at BCF, beginning January 10. This five-week  
in-depth course, which will meet from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m.  
will look in fresh ways at the body, mind, and spirit of both fe-
males and males through the eyes of Scripture and  
science.   
 

Becky Patton, the director of Truessence and a gifted, sought-
after teacher, speaker, and radio contributor, will, explore the 
paths to holy sexuality for both married and single women in the 
class. Known for her unique ability  
to integrate spiritual truth with cutting-edge research and  
real-life experience, she has created a stimulating workshop that 
covers topics such as the garden view of  
sexuality, the designer genes of male and female,  
rethinking brain patterns, and historical hang-ups.  
 

A key element of Becky’s teaching on holy sexuality  
teaching is to encourage individuals to stand fully in their gender 
in the richness of how God creates and defines each one. Indi-
viduals are presented with the challenge to live face-to-face as 
male and female and view the image of God in one another.  
 

Through the LEDTS class, Becky will challenge us as women to 
embrace the true essence of our sexuality and spirituality in such 
a way that we bear the image of our Creator with authenticity and 
holiness. There will be space to ask personal questions in a safe 
anonymous way. 
 

Last spring Becky Patton spoke at a BCF women’s brunch. Hear 
what some participants had to say: 
 

--Becky has a powerful anointing to teach  
passionately on this topic and draw us into the presence of 
God so that we might experience ALL He has for us in this 
area. She is insightful and  
beautifully frank when it comes to affirming truths and un-
covering lies that surround our sexuality. 
 

--The brunch event helped our marriage to shift in intimacy. 
It opened up an area of communication that had never 
been broached before. It also helped me understand my 
feelings as a woman. 
 

--Although we have a strong marriage, intimacy has always 
been a difficult struggle. God had been nudging me in this 
area when Becky spoke last spring. He used Becky's teach-
ing from the Word to work a miracle in me, showing me that 
sex is not a "chore" but a GIFT I'm created to receive and 
enjoy. I encourage any woman to attend -- God is able to 
help us all walk more freely in who He created us to be! 
 

--The Holy Sexuality class was eye opening and, most im-
portantly, helped me open my heart to what God has given 
me. I feel as if I now have tools to embrace being a woman 
and not JUST a woman, but the woman God intended me 
to be. 
 

--I was fortunate to grow up in a home where sexuality was 
considered a gift from God, meant to be expressed in the 
right context (marriage) and reserved only for that con-
text. That was a fantastic foundation for my life, and I have 
benefited from it both before and during my own mar-
riage. Becky's teaching stems from a biblical foundation, 
and I think it could be healing for anyone who didn't grow 
up with a biblical perspective on sexuality. I also think she 
has a lot to say about how sexuality is to be expressed in 
various phases in life—single or married—and she shares 
some interesting points that help people's understanding 
grow about all God has for us in the gift He has given. 

 

Becky says, “I desire for women to: 
�HEAL in their wounded hearts and belief systems; 
�KNOW they are uniquely crafted with purpose by a loving, in-

tentional hand; 
�VALUE their design—emotionally, spiritually, and physically; 
�RESPECT the differences and responsibilities of men vs. 

women; 
�TREASURE their sexuality as a wild and wonderful gift from 

their Creator; 
�EXPERIENCE deep freedom and joy in their sexuality.” 
 

Please join us January 10 to discover for yourself the true es-
sence of holy sexuality. The cost of the class is $20 per person. 
You may register by calling 651-654-1534. 
 

     --Cherie Monge 



There is an easy way to raise money for BCF  Missions just by searching the 
Internet with GoodSearch.com.  It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any 
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do, 
money is generated for BCF.   The more people who use this, the more money 
will go to the missions program here at Bethel. 
 

It’s easy to get started.  Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel  
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice.  Make  
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away! 
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your 
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch. 
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.) 

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised” 
button on the main page.  An average of 1 penny is donated for every search  
we do.  Every bit helps!  

You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying      
percentages of your purchase price for missions.  Check it out at the following 
address:   http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx  

The Promise of That Day  
 

This month, it is my great privilege to devote  
this page to the last belief expressed in BCF’s 
statement of faith: We believe in the return of 
Christ to consummate His kingdom…  
Theologians in every generation have disagreed 
about the details of when and how Christ will 
return, but that in no way diminishes the great 
significance of His Second Coming. It is a  
promise that Jesus Himself gave us, a coming 
event that gives us hope in a world beset by the 
ravages of sin and strife. 

 
While belief in the Second Coming of Christ is a 
vital part of our doctrinal foundation, it is much 
more than mere intellectual assent. It is truth 
that will, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
affect the way we live. It will be the “blessed 
hope” (Titus 2:13) for which we wait. It will be 
that for which we, as the apostle John, pray, 
“Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20). 

 
As I consider this, I am reminded of an experience I had 
when I was fifteen. If my memory serves me correctly, it 
was a few days after Christmas 1965 when a winter 
storm dumped a foot or more of snow on the northern 
Iowa community where I lived. The morning after the 
storm subsided, my cousin Jim, who lived about four 
blocks from my home, called and invited me to help him 
do some snow-shoveling jobs. I readily welcomed the 
opportunity to earn some money. 
 
With snow shovels in hand, Jim and I left our respective 
homes and trudged through the snow to a meeting place. 
We then proceeded together to the local Episcopal 
Church, the site of our first job. The church and its  
parking lot occupied a large corner lot, and removing the 
generous amount of snow from the boulevard sidewalk 
was deemed worthy of ten dollars’ pay for both Jim and 
me. However, we were told that we would have to wait 
for our checks to come from the church office at a later 
date. At our next job, another corner lot, an elderly  
gentleman paid us with cash. 
 
As late December turned into the New Year, my attention  

 
 
shifted to my school responsibilities, and I forgot all about 
the ten dollars the Episcopal Church promised to send 
me. However, one day in mid-January, I came home from 
school to find an envelope from the church. Inside it was 
a check for ten dollars. The church had kept its promise. 
 
Last August, my wife, Sharon, and I attended a wedding 
at which the officiating pastor’s devotional highlighted the 
promise that Jesus Christ, our heavenly Bridegroom, will 
one day come again to receive the church, His bride, 
unto Himself. He reminded both the wedding party and 
the wedding guests that, on any given day, we have only 
two significant days. We have today and that day—the 
day Jesus will come again. God wants us to love and 
honor Him today as we, with expectant hearts, anticipate 
that day when Christ will return. 
 
As we walk through life, the enemy of our souls tries to 
keep us from the joy of a growing love relationship with 
Christ. He may do this by heaping condemnation on us 
for the sins we committed in our yesterdays. Or he may 
trouble us with worry and fear about things that may  
happen in our tomorrows. If we fall prey to either of these 
attacks, we will lose sight of God’s desire for us to know 
and follow Jesus today with the joyous hope that we will 
see Him in all His glory on that day. 
 
In this New Year, 2010, God is calling us to seek and 
love Him wholeheartedly. He invites us to come to Him 
with repentance and receive forgiveness for the sins we 
committed in our yesterdays. He offers His grace and 
peace for the problems that will confront us in our  
tomorrows. And He is at work to make today a rich time 
of living in His life-changing presence and anticipating 
that day when Christ returns. 
 
Are you ready for Jesus to come again? Are you  
watching for His return? If you are not loving and trusting 
Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, surrender  
yourself to Him and place your trust completely in Him 
today. Like the promised check that I received in the  
mail many years ago, Jesus will fulfill His promise to  
return for you on that day! 
 

    --Ken Holmgren 

W e Believe...e Believe...e Believe...e Believe...in the return of Jesus Christ...and in the  resurrection of both the saved and the lost...  
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